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Do you care about your impact on the environment while in Austria? Then leave your car at home and 
don’t bother hiring one. Public transport in Austria is ubiquitous and excellent and, by the way, the 
OeAV is very keen to get all its members to use it as much as possible. 
 
The time to start is when planning your trip. If you know what you're doing, being car-free need hardly 
constrain you at all, in fact it enables you to do linear walks as there is no need to return to the start 
point. This applies equally whether they are day trips or lengthy expeditions, and so opens up many 
more possibilities.  
 
You should begin with the excellent www.oebb.at website. This tells you all about buses as well as 
trains, and its English language pages have full functionality, even recognising “Vienna” as a place in 
Austria. Where boats make sense, as a way of getting from a to b rather than being just a tourist 
attraction, they’re also covered. If you’re thinking a long way ahead and the online timetable doesn’t go 
that far (it usually shows roughly a calendar year’s worth), ask it about some earlier day to make a 
provisional plan. 
 
Using www.oebb.at for buses needs a little care, as you have to know the names of the bus-stops; 
however, Google Maps shows all the bus stops and hovering the mouse over one pops up its name. 
Most walking maps also show bus stops, though not their names, and make it clear where buses go 
by colouring those roads yellow.  
 
Note that tickets must be bought separately for train, bus and boat journeys. 
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Punctuality is better than in the UK but not perfect; so make contingency plans for what to do if you 
miss a connection. In some cases where a bus-bus connection is shown, if the first bus is late the 
second will wait. If the connecting time is 0 or 1 minute this is almost certainly so.  
 



Each Land (Province) has a website, e.g. Verkehrsverbund Tirol telling you about their bus routes, 
though these are generally only in German. If you can cope with that they will, with a bit of effort, give 
you a list of all their routes and timetables, which can be handy. Unfortunately the layouts of the 
various sites are completely different. Googling “Verkehrsverbund” and the Land name in German will 
find the site. For some services you may need to know if a day is a schoolday: referring back to 
www.oebb.at will sort this out. 
 
Most bus stops have signs on them, giving the routes and departure times. Rural buses usually have 
luggage storage areas underneath, but most of the time they aren't used. Board the bus at the front 
with your luggage, ask for a ticket, and the driver will tell you if you should stick bags underneath.  
Austria has a system of discount cards (Vorteilskarten) like the UK’s only much better. If you’re under 
26 or over 61 it’s a no-brainer at €29 for a year.  If you’re in between it costs €99, but since you get 
50% or a little less off nearly all bus and train travel it needs very few journeys to put you ahead. 
You can buy them online at www.oebb.at and to start at a future date. There's no restriction to rush 
hour travel as we have in England. And the full fares on trains are already much cheaper than in the 
UK. 
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See the Links page on the AAC(UK) web site  (http://aacuk.org.uk/p-links-transport) for other public 
transport information. 
 
Happy travelling! 

http://aacuk.org.uk/p-links-transport

