
Short and important facts 
International Work Camp “Back to the Roots” 

20
th

 July till 2
nd

 August 2014 

Maria Luggau, Lesachtal and Kleblach-Lind, Drautal, Carinthia (Austria) 

Contact: 

 Anna-Sophie Pirtscher Magdalena Recheis 

Address: Muldenweg 15 

9170 Ferlach, Austria 

Gärtnerstraße 8/7,  

4020 Linz, Austria 

Email: annasophie.p@gmail.com magdalena.recheis@gmx.at 

Tel: 0043 676/9002666 0043 699/11132090 

Skype: sopherl18 malena1500 

 

Accommodation:  

  1
st

 week     2
nd

 week 

Address: Hut in the village of Maria Luggau   Hut on Radlberger Alm  

  No street or number    No real street or number 

  A-9655 Maria Luggau    A-9753 Kleblach-Lind 

 

General description: As Maria Luggau and Kleblach-Lind are very small villages, where everybody 

knows everybody; it is not hard to find☺ 

Our accommodation is always simple. Toilets and a basin are present. Electricity is rare or not 

available. There is always a room for cooking, eating and warming up. For washing the entire body a 

provisional shower will be installed and for the tough guys among us, there is a river running by or a 

fountain. 

1
st

 week: In Maria Luggau it is a place that the people use in winter to play a traditional sport similar 

to curling. We will sleep on the floor. The accommodation has a roof and we are sheltered from wind 

and rain by sidewalls, but there are no windows (so it’s open to the air). So bring WARM sleeping 

bags, long pyjamas and camping mats. Even in summer it can always get cold on 1173 m above sea 

level (night temperature approx. 8 – 10°C)! Should you prefer sleeping in a tent, there is enough flat 

space in front of the building to put it there, but you have to bring it yourself. 

If you want to see pictures of the wonderful region of Maria Luggau visit: 

http://www.maria-luggau.at/ 

2
nd

 week: We’ll sleep in two small mountain huts in dorm-type rooms. There is no electricity there, so 

our evenings will be lit up by candles.  

If you want to see pictures of the wonderful region of Kleblach-Lind visit: 

http://www.kleblach-lind.at/ 

 

 

Slight changes may occur, but we will inform you on time about them! 

 



Arrival and Departure: 

The travel costs are not included, you have to organise and pay this yourself! 

The best and most ecological way to come to Maria Luggau is by using the train and bus connections. 

If you want to try and hitchhike, be aware that Austrians are not hitchhiker friendly people. 

Maybe some of you want to come by car. That’s fine as well, but be so friendly to the environment 

and to your camp colleagues and do some car sharing. You will receive a list of the participants by 

email about three weeks before the camp, so you can contact people and arrange transport 

together! 

Meeting point: 

!!!On July 20
th

 you should be in Kötschach-Mauthen in front of the train station at 13:10!!! 

From there we will go together to Maria Luggau! 

Train/Bus connections: 

With the train/bus you have two different possibilities, but from Lienz it is the easier way! 

• From Vienna/Wien: 

Be aware that there are three train stations in Wien! One is Wien Meidling, one is Wien 

Hauptbahnhof and another one Wien Westbahnhof. 

For July 20
th

: 

Train from Wien Meidling to Villach Hbf:  

Departure: Wien Meidling at 06:30 (IC 31 in direction of Venezia Santa Lucia) 

Arrival: Villach Hbf at 10:46 

Continue by train from Villach Hbf to Kötschach-Mauthen: 

Departure: Villach Hbf at 11:14 (R 4807 in direction of Kötschach-Mauthen) 

Arrival: Kötschach-Mauthen at 13:04 

You have to change trains in Villach Hbf! 

• From Salzburg 

Train from Salzburg Hbf to Villach Hbf: 

Departure: Salzburg Hbf at 08:12 (IC 592 in direction of Klagenfurt Hbf) 

Arrival: Villach Hbf at 10:43 

Continue by train from Villach Hbf to Kötschach-Mauthen: 

Departure: Villach Hbf at 11:14 (R 4807 in direction of Kötschach-Mauthen) 

Arrival: Kötschach-Mauthen at 13:04 

You have to change trains in Villach Hbf! 

• From Innsbruck 

Train from Innsbruck Hbf to Salzburg Hbf: 

Departure: Innsbruck Hbf at 06:09 (RJ 765 in direction of Wien Westbahnhof) 

Arrival: Salzburg Hbf at 08:02 

Continue by train from Salzburg Hbf to Villach Hbf: 

Departure: Salzburg Hbf at 08:12 (IC 592 in direction of Klagenfurt Hbf) 

Arrival: Villach Hbf at 10:43 

Continue by train from Villach Hbf to Kötschach-Mauthen: 

Departure: Villach Hbf at 11:14 (R 4807 in direction of Kötschach-Mauthen) 

Arrival: Kötschach-Mauthen at 13:04 

You have to change trains in Salzburg Hbf and in Villach Hbf! 



 

For detailed and updated information check the website of the Austrian Railway Company at: 

http://www.oebb.at 

Car routes: 

Please check which route is best for your location at: 

http://www.viamichelin.at 

Destination 9655 Maria Luggau, Lesachtal, Austria 

End of the Work Camp: 

The Work Camp ends at a different place than were it starts! 

On Saturday, August 2
nd

 the Work Camp is officially over at about 09:30! We will organise a shuttle 

bus to the train station. 

These are your train connections for leaving: 

• To Salzburg 

Departure: Kleblach-Lind at 10:09 

Arrival: Salzburg Hbf at 13:48 

From Salzburg you can travel further to Wien/Vienna and Innsbruck! 

• To Lienz in Osttirol 

Departure: Kleblach-Lind at 09:48 

Arrival: Lienz in Osttirol at 10:32 

Be aware that it might take you a whole day to travel home (to Vienna)!!! 

If you have questions left about travelling or other matters, just contact one of us. 

 

For people coming from other countries, please make sure, that your visa doesn’t expire on the last 

day of the camp, but one day after. Also make sure to calculate extra time going from Kleblach-Lind 

to an airport, as it takes quite some time and trains/busses are not necessarily punctual. We strongly 

recommend that you arrange a flight arriving in Austria one day before the camp starts and leaving 

Austria one day after the camp. (Travelling takes time!) You can use the following airports for 

arriving/leaving: Salzburg Airport, Innsbruck Airport, Wien/Vienna Airport, Klagenfurt Airport. Also 

München/Munich airport (big airport in Germany, not so far from the Austrian border) would be 

possible, but be aware that the train tickets in Germany are very expensive. 

 

Please write us a mail or a message, how you will come to the Work Camp. This helps us with the 

coordination ☺ 

 

Please find the newest equipment list in the long infosheet! 
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Hello there, sweet, tough, crazy, nature loving volunteer! 

 

This is us: Lena and Sophie, your camp coordinators. 

 
Have a hearty welcome as one of the chosen participants of the International Work Camp „Back to 

the Roots“ taking place in Carinthia/Austria! From July 20th till August 2nd you will be part of a group 

of over 20 people doing hard, but valuable work in the mysterious forest. Are you up to it? 

 

We hope so, but please read carefully through this info sheet so you arrive well equipped and 

prepared to the camp! 
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The Organisations: 

This International Work Camp is hosted by the OeAV – Österreichischer Alpenverein (Austrian Alpine 

Association) and the SCI –Service Civil International. 

The Alpenverein exists since 1862. From its inception its mission has been to enable the public access 

to the environment of the Alps, while at the same time raising awareness about the fragility of the 

Alpine environment and the need of its protection. 

The Service Civil International is a worldwide peace and voluntary NGO. Through volunteer 

exchanges it helps to overcome prejudices among people of different social, cultural and national 

backgrounds. The vision of SCI is a world of peace, social justice and sustainable development, where 

people live together with mutual respect and without recourse to any form of violence to solve 

conflicts. SCI Austria exists since 1947. 

Each organisation sends approx. 10 volunteers for the camp. The Alpenverein sends mainly Austrian 

volunteers while SCI volunteers come from all over Europe and some even from further away.  

 

The field of operation: 

Each week we will work at a different location. The first week it will be around Maria Luggau and the 

second one around Radlberger Alm, an alpine meadow surrounded by forest just above Kleblach-

Lind. 

Both villages are situated in Carinthia, the southernmost province of Austria. We will work on the 

southern exposed side of the valleys on steep hills, where we will have a marvellous view on the 

surrounding mountains and the valleys itself. 

Maria Luggau is situated on 1179 m above sea level and has around 260 inhabitants. It is a peaceful 

region, which is famous for a big monastery and the pilgrim journeys ending or starting there. 

Kleblach-Lind is not worth mentioning for anything special, but the people living above the village 

and keeping up the hard farmwork in the steep area are just the warmth and greatest people we 

ever had the pleasure to meet. 

 

The accommodation: 

In the first week we will stay at a place that is normally a sport facility. In winter it is used to play a 

traditional Austrian sport similar to curling and in summer we will live there for two weeks. It is a 

simple but congenial place. We all sleep together on a long lane under a roof with side walls (so no 

rain or wind can harm us) in our comfortable sleeping bags. So bring sleeping bags and long pyjamas. 

Even in summer it can always get cold (night temperature approx. 8 to 10°C)! Who prefers to sleep in 

a tent, shall bring one. Nearby is a river, a football field and a place to make a bonfire or barbecue. 

Indoor toilets and a provisional shower are provided. ☺ 

 

Even though it might not sound so inviting, it has the spirit of children’s summer 

camps. We promise!!! 
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In the second week our accommodation is also simple. We’ll sleep in two small mountain huts in 

dorm-type rooms with sleeping bags and partly on camping mats. An outhouse and a basin are there 

as well as a room to cook and eat and have fun evenings. For washing the entire body there will be a 

well in front of the huts and a provisional shower will be installed. 

Our food consists of a good breakfast in the morning, a snack for lunchtime, which we take to our 

workplace ourselves and a warm meal for dinner. We will cook for ourselves. 

 

If you have any allergies or special food preferences (vegetarian etc.), please let us know in 

advance! 

 

Our work: 

We came up with a tough working plan. :-P For two weeks we will be in 

direct contact with local forest owners/farmers and their daily lives. With 

this project we want to demonstrate to politicians and local communities 

that there are people, who do not fear hard work, who care about nature 

and who are willing to help out in their free time. 

Our main goal will be to strengthen the protection forest, by maintaining already planted trees and 

planting new, native species of trees. We will be working on extremely steep slopes. 

Half of the area of Austria is taken up by forest. Next to tourism the forest is one of the main 

economic sectors. It does not only provide the natural resource wood, it also has other important 

functions. One of them is the protection part in a mountainous country like Austria. It prevents the 

soil from erosion and protects the villages from avalanches and landslides. Our work therefore is 

important for the people who have their homes at the foot of the mountains.  

The typical vegetation for altitudes of 1200-1600 meters in this area consists of trees such as larches 

(larix decidua), pines (pinus mugo and pinus cembra) and spruces (picea abies). It is important that 

the reforestation is done only with species suitable for this area and altitude. These are less prone to 

attacks of bark beetle and fungi. 

At the camp you’ll be able to acquire all the knowledge of the forest you’re looking for from the 

experts there who will try to answer your questions! ☺ 

Sounds like we have our work cut out for ourselves! Together we can help the forest and its owners a 

lot while having also a lot of fun for two full weeks! 

 

Leisure time: 

Surprise, you are not just here for work! After a hard day’s work we’ll get together to cook and eat 

together, talk, play games and music, chill out, and learn about each other. This camp is as much 

about the cultural exchange and fostering of understanding between different cultures as well as the 

valuable work we’re doing.  

We will work four days a week from 8 a.m. till 5 p.m. with breaks in between. Wednesdays will be 

our days off, for which we have different activities in mind. In the first week we might make a field 

trip led by foresters to tell us more about the protectional function of the forest. 

If the weather is right, we might hike on Saturday to a mountain peak. On Sunday it will be our 

moving day, transporting everyone and everything to the second location, where we will stay for the 

second week. It should be a more relaxed day. 
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Music connects people so we’d be absolutely thrilled if someone could 

bring his/her guitar, song books, or just about any other instrument 

under the sun (esp. if it’s from your country) as long as you’re able to 

transport it up the mountain! Our experience shows that Beatles lyrics 

are the most universally known, however, surprise, teach and delight us with your musical prowess 

and passion and extensive knowledge of obscure lyrics and you’ll be richly rewarded with our 

admiration! ☺ 

EXTRAS: 

English is the official language of the camp. This info sheet is therefore only published in English. So 

as for everyone to be able to benefit as much as possible we would like to ask you to respect this 

during the camp. This of course does not prevent you from teaching us your respective languages! ☺ 

 

Please contact us before the camp if you have any health conditions we should know about 

(allergies, medicine to take, pregnancies...) or dietary preferences/requirements (vegetarian, lactose 

intolerant...). 

 

Some interesting websites you might want to check out: 

Österreichischer Alpenverein (OeAV) http://www.alpenverein.at 

Service Civil International (SCI) http://www.sci.or.at 

Village Maria Luggau http://www.maria-luggau.at/ 

Village Kleblach-Lind http://www.kleblach-lind.at  

 

Equipment List: 

• Backback/Rucksack – minimum 40 litre *don't come with a suitcase as 

you will have to walk with your luggage  

• Warm sleeping bag (night temparature approx. 8 to 10°C in the first 
week) and camping mat (we are sleeping on concrete floor) 

• Ear plugs, if you are sensible to snoring 

• Strong hiking boots - with a good grip! 

• Old clothes for the (dirty) work, hiking clothes 

• Rain clothes, warm pullover/fleece – be prepared for rainy and really cold weather! 

• Hat/baseball cap, sun cream – be prepared for sun and warm weather! 

• Swimming clothes (you will also need them to go to the shower) 

• Light shoes – for inside and after work 

• Enough socks and underpants for two weeks 

• Bottle (min. 1 litre) – for water – and a lunch box to carry your food to the work 

place 

• Working gloves *take some good and fitting ones, you will need them every day! 

• Toilet articles, towel, washcloth (!), medicines  

• Torch light (head torch) and pocket knife – if you have them 

• Music instruments (who is going to take a guitar?!), CDs, books, pen and paper, camera and so 

on 
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• ID card, European Health Insurance Card (for EU citizens only) - ask your health insurance 

company for a free copy 

• Some money for extra sweets and drinks (maybe 50€) 

• Something typical from your village/region/country - something liquid, something solid, 

something in between, it doesn't matter, as long as there's a story behind it which you can share 

with us! 

• A plain white T-Shirt to paint on (other light colours work as well)  

• As much youthful enthusiasm as you can bring 

 

Suggestion: It's always good to arrange travel insurance: costs little, can help a lot! 

 

 

Information about the train system in Austria: 

There is a possibility of getting cheaper train tickets in Austria: buy a so-called “Vorteilscard” at the 

ÖBB (Austrian Federal Railway). It’s worth getting one for people under 26 years for whom it's only 

20 Euros (unfortunately it’s 100 Euros for over 26 years). It is valid for a year. You need a passport 

photo to buy one. The “Vorteilscard” reduces the price of a ticket by 45 % [if you buy the ticket at the 

counter] and 50 % [if you buy the ticket at the automatic ticket machine]. As train travel costs in 

Austria are high, it is often cheaper to buy a “Vorteilscard” plus two reduced tickets than to pay for 

two full tickets. 

Another possibility in 2013 was to buy a so-called “Sommerticket” – you can get it if you have a 

“Vorteilscard” and are younger than 19 (then it's about 40 Euros) or younger than 26 (then it's about 

70 Euros). At present (June 2014) we cannot guarantee that the ÖBB will sell “Sommertickets” in 

summer 2014 so it’s worth checking before you travel if they’re going to be issued and for which time 

period they’ll be valid: http://www.oebb.at. 

Another thing you can try is to buy so-called “Sparschiene”-Tickets in advance over the website 

above. 

 

Any questions? 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact us via phone, skype or mail – we’ll respond as 

best as we can! 

Magdalena Recheis – magdalena.recheis@gmx.at – 0043 699 11132090 – Skype: malena1500 

Anna-Sophie Pirtscher – annasophie.p@gmail.com – 0043 676 9002666 – Skype: sopherl18 

 

Meeting point and directions: 

Please see the short and important facts, which you hopefully already have, for detailed information! 

If you do not have it already, please write a short mail to Magdalena – she’ll send it. 

 

See you on July 20th in Kötschach-Mauthen in front of the train station at 13:10!!!  

Looking forward to it,  

Liebe Grüße, Magdalena and Sophie 
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SOME USEFUL SURVIVAL GERMAN... 

ENGLISH GERMAN 

Hello, how are you? Hallo! Wie geht es dir? 

What’s your name? My name is Sissi. 
Wie heisst du? Ich heisse Sissi (we won’t watch the 

TV-movie, promised!) 

Thank you. 

Please 

I like ... 

Danke. 

Bitte 

Ich mag ... 

What time is it please? Wie spät ist es bitte? 

How much is ...? 

How much is a train ticket to ...? 

Wie viel kostet ...? 

Wie viel kostet eine Fahrkarte nach ...? 

Where can I find…? Wo ist bitte ...? 

Where is the train station please? Wo ist der Bahnhof bitte? 

Supermarket/Petrol station 

Town/Village 

Supermarkt/Tankstelle 

Stadt/Dorf 

Car/Bus/Train 

Toilet 

Auto/Bus/Zug 

Toilette/WC  

Highland agriculture/Mountain farmer 

Environment/Nature/Ecology 

Agriculture/Forestry 

Almwirtschaft/Bergbauer or Almbauer,-bäuerin 

Umwelt/Natur/Ökologie 

Landwirtschaft/Forstwirtschaft 

Hiking boots/chain saw 
Bergschuhe/Motorsäge (sth we won’t be working 

with!) 

Mountain/Pasture/Farm/Forest Berg/Weide/Bauernhof/Wald 

Cow/Sheep/Goat/Horse/Dog Kuh/Schaf/Ziege/Pferd/Hund 

Tree/Flower/Animal Baum/Blume/Tier 

Cheers Prost or Zum Wohl 

Meal or food/Drinks 

Bread/Water/Wine/Beer/Milk 

Speise or Essen/Getränke 

Brot/Wasser/Wein/Bier/Milch 

Fire/Soil/Wood/Gras Feuer/Boden/Holz/Gras 

Man/woman 

Boy/girl 

Mann/Frau 

Junge/Mädchen 

I love you Ich liebe dich 
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